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Rupal Bhansali 
Chief Investment Officer of International & Global Equities 
Ariel Investments 

Rupal is a first-generation immigrant and woman of color who came 
to America with no network or net-worth, but through personal grit 
and professional acumen broke through the glass ceiling on Wall 
Street to become the Chief Investment Officer and Portfolio Manager 
of Ariel Investments’ multi-billion dollar international and global 
equity strategies in New York. She is among the rare 1.3% (2016 Morningstar study) of 
women to solely manage a mutual fund in the US.  

In 2020 and 2021, she was featured as one of the “Top 100 Influential Women in US 
Finance” by Barron’s. In 2019, she received the North American Industry Leadership Award 
from the 15,000-member strong non-profit 100 Women in Finance, given to women who 
serve as role models in the industry. She also serves on the prestigious Barron’s Annual 
Roundtable which show-cases “10 of Wall Street’s smartest investors.” In sum, Rupal is a 
rare success story in a competitive, male dominated profession. To pay it forward, in her 
debut book on investing, Rupal wrote an inspirational chapter for women: A Special 
Message From Me To You to explain what holds them back and how to overcome.   

In 2009, Forbes christened her a “Global Guru,” in 2015, Barron’s called her a “Global 
Contrarian” and in 2017 PBS called her an “Unconventional Thinker.” She is a frequent 
guest/guest anchor on broadcast media such as Bloomberg, CNBC, CNN, Yahoo Finance, 
Reuters, and Fox Business News. She is also a sought-after speaker at prestigious industry 
conferences including The CFA Institute, Morningstar, and Schwab. Prior to joining Ariel in 
2011, she spent 10 years with MacKay Shields, where she was senior managing director, 
portfolio manager, and head of international equities, and spent 5 years at Oppenheimer 
Capital, where she also managed global equity portfolios and was promoted to be the co-
head of international equities. Additionally, she has held various roles at other prestigious 
firms since she began her career in 1989, including the hedge fund, Soros. Fluent in several 
Indian languages including Hindi, Rupal earned a Bachelor of Commerce in accounting and 
finance, as well as a Master of Commerce in international finance and banking from the 
University of Mumbai. She later earned an MBA in finance from the University of Rochester, 
where she was a Rotary Foundation Scholar. 
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Rod Hennek 
Founding Partner and Consultant 
Atlanta Consulting Group 

Rod is a founding partner and a consultant of the Atlanta Consulting 
Group. For nearly 30 years, he has been dedicated to providing best-
in-class client service, always acting in the best interest of the clients 
he serves. Detailed and analytical, Rod is passionate and devoted to 
helping clients pursue their important investment objectives. 

After establishing the Atlanta Consulting Group in 1985, Rod served as the branch 
manager of the Atlanta office of Morgan Keegan. Earlier in his career, he worked at Merrill 
Lynch in Kansas City, Missouri, as an account executive specializing in corporate services 
and retirement plan investing. While there, Rod developed and marketed the firm's 
retirement plan evaluation service and investment advisor selection process. 

Rod earned a bachelor's degree from the United States Air Force Academy and fulfilled his 
military service upon graduation. He furthered his education by earning a master's degree 
in operations management from the University of Arkansas. He is Chairman of the 
investment committee for the United States Air Force Academy Association of Graduates 
Endowment. Additionally, he sits on the Fifth Congressional District of Georgia U.S. Service 
Academy Selection Board. 

Originally from Lexington, Nebraska, Rod lives in Marietta, Georgia, with his wife, Lynne. 
They have three children: Darci, Kurt, and Kristin. Rod is also a member of the Catholic 
Church of St. Ann, a past member of Boy Scout Troop 1776, and a former Eagle Scout. 
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Michael Butkus, AIF® 
Vice President and Consultant 
Atlanta Consulting Group 

Michael joined the Atlanta Consulting Group in 2013 as an 
investment analyst and now serves as one of ACG's consultants. As 
a consultant he provides investment consulting to a wide range of 
clients, including endowments, foundations, family offices, defined 
contributions plans, and defined benefit plans. 

His responsibilities include developing and revising investment policy statements, plan 
review and cost analysis, asset allocation modeling, manager due diligence and selection, 
and performance measurement and evaluation. In addition, he works with the investment 
team to cultivate new investment ideas across the investment spectrum and drives new 
solutions for clients through extensive research and due diligence. In addition to serving 
clients, Michael also contributes to the business development and marketing efforts for the 
Atlanta Consulting Group. 

Prior to joining the Atlanta Consulting Group, Michael spent five years with a boutique 
investment advisory firm serving high-net-worth individuals and institutions. Earlier in his 
career, he was an analyst with the private bank of Credit Suisse. He earned a bachelor's 
degree in finance with a minor in accounting from Clemson University and is an Accredited 
Investment Fiduciary, offering expertise in investment fiduciary standards of care. 

Outside of the office, Michael is a member of the Kiwanis Club of Atlanta, an active 
alumnus of The Westminster Schools, and a parishioner of Cathedral of Christ the King. 
Michael lives in Sandy Springs, Georgia, with his wife, Taylor, and three daughters. Michael 
is active in the Atlanta lacrosse community as a player and coach and also enjoys golf, 
squash, and competition barbecue. 


